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Tuesday, July 15th @ Times Ten Cellars  
6324 Prospect Avenue, Dallas TX 75214 

6:30 pm Social   —   7:00 pm Meeting Start   —   8: 00 pm Meeting End 
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Come satisfy your curiosity about the transformatio ns 
taking place in the old Minyard’s building. An all new 
Whole Foods Market is coming and representatives wi ll be 
on hand to tease you and answer your questions.  
 

· ���� �����	
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Come hear about 
the nice surprises  
in store. 

 

No excuses! Think you can’t make the quarterly meeting? Not enough notice? Well here’s the deal: Our 
Quarterly Meetings are set in stone. They will always be the Third Tuesday of the New Quarter -January, 
April, July and October. Write it down, create a recurring event or whatever you do. Just come! We promise to 
tell you in advance what you’re in for. This meeting? We think in and out in an hour. You can do that. 

www.hsmna.org  

Coyotes in Lakewood? 
An excerpt from Lakewood-Now.net 

To some it may be old news, but others may find it shocking. Yes, there 
are coyotes in our neighborhood. 

Coyotes pose a threat to our cats and small dogs. They roam up and 
down creek beds in search of food—which includes house cats and 
small dogs. And they are not limited to the creek beds. They have been 
known to wander into yards and down alleyways, and have even been 
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2019 Abrams Road 
Dallas, Texas 75214 

 

214.841.0099 
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Upon receiving similar advice from several trusted sources, FoSFT will be fundraising to have a 
master plan developed to develop a vision for these amenities.  In fact, we need strategic leaders to 
help us achieve this and tasks in order to be effective at enhancing the trail. Hollywood / Santa 
Monica Neighborhood Association became the first donor contributing $2500 in seed money to the 
organization.  Some of these funds have been deployed to cover organizational startup 
expenditures.  The rest will be leveraged to further our initial campaigning for a master 
plan.  HSMNA's contribution will count toward a founding member designation.  

 

FRIENDS OF SANTA FE TRAIL 
by Friends of Santa Fe Trail 

What is that, ������������ ?  Yes it is. 

After years of planning, work has begun on one 
phase of the Santa Fe Trail.  We expect the 
other phase to break ground in December. You 
can see the progress for yourself down Santa Fe 
Avenue south of Randall Park. 

Friends of Santa Fe Trail is a 
nonprofit corporation formed to 
benefit the Santa Fe Trail.  
FoSFT was needed because 
we know that the constructed 
trail is just the beginning.  We will want to take 
the strong features of the new linear park and 
outfit it with amenities.  This entails landscaping, 
a design consistency, recreational amenities 
such as benches and water fountains, and entry 
features.  It may well include elements such as 
nature areas, ideas on how to incorporate the 
wonderful wooded stretch near White Rock 
Creek, a theme based on works by local artists, 
commuter facilities such as bike racks at the 
Baylor DART station and the like. 

FRIENDS OF SANTA FE TRAIL 
by Friends of Santa Fe Trail 
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I saw this gas thing coming three years ago and bought a 
scooter for commuting to work.  It gets 80 miles a gallon, 
and I can park it anywhere – on the sidewalk, even.  

Our world, which we built on a profligate waste of cheap 
energy, is changing.  There isn’t as much of it, and what 
there is has to be used wisely.  Take a look at how many 
kilowatt hours you are using and resolve to lower them by 
some percentage.  Then – 

· Unplug your appliances and computers when they are not in 
use.  Appliances still use energy when they are plugged in, 
but turned off. 

· Put a radiant barrier in your attic or more insulation.  Your 
Air conditioning use will drop like a stone. 

· Clothes dryers take around 17% of the total use.  Get a 
drying rack and air dry your clothes on the back porch.  We 
did it that way for centuries.  

· If you don’t have a big tree in your yard or on the parkway, 
run get one.  A big tree not only cleans the air, it does the 
same cooling work as 11 air conditioners. 

· Change all your light bulbs to CFRs. 

· Raise your thermostat – especially when you aren’t home.  
If you can endure 78°, you’ll use 30% less energy. 

· HSMNA Board – start thinking about solar panels.  What 
can they look like and where can we put them?      

· And more – a gas powered lawn mower produces that same 
pollution as 13 cars.  Get a battery-powered one.  No cords, 
no gas, no stink, no noise. Just plug it in when you finish 
and it will be ready to go next Saturday.   Mine’s 15 years 
old and works like a charm.  

· If you are stuck with an SUV, break down.  Don’t drive it 
unless you have to, and when you do drive, slow down.  
Driving 60 will give you 30% better mileage.  

· Get on the waiting list for a scooter.  It will have to be a 
waiting list; they are selling so fast the dealers can’t keep 
them in stock.   

· Recycle everything – particularly ever-lasting plastic. 

· Sign up with Green Mountain Energy and support their 
efforts to use renewable sources like wind.  

And finally ---- the greenest thing you can do is hit the “Off” 
button.  
Share your ideas at Margery@rudisteele.com or editor@hsmna.org. 

Margery’s Minute   
By Margery Hunter, Newellian Some of the needed volunteer talent 

we have identified at present are as 
follows: 

F o u n d i n g  M e m b e r s 
Committee :   Identify likely donors – 
large property owners near the trail, 
businesses, foundations that provide 
seed money, private individuals.  

C i t y / D A R T  C o o r d i n a t i o n 
Committee :  Work with City and 
DART to expand trail into areas such 
as Deep Ellum, CBD and Baylor. 

Partners Committee :  Identify and 
discuss with potential “partners” the 
t r a i l  c o n c e p t s  b e i n g 
developed.  Partners may include 
groups such as Audubon, Texas 
Gardens at Fair Park,  arts 
organizations, Fair Park, Deep 
Ellum, Baylor and Nasher. 

Envisioning Committee :  Research 
into traits of most successful urban 
trails in the country. 

Foundations Committee :  Identify 
foundations and organizations who 
support urban trails and the grant 
process.  

Public Relations Committee :  

Bicycle Committee:  Evaluate how to 
make trail commuter friendly; 
feasibility of bike sharing programs; 
participation of local bike shops. 

If you would like to participate on one 
of these committees, or chair one of 
these committees, please let us 
know.  Our interest in the trail has 
been enormous.  The City says it has 
fielded more calls about our trail than 
any other.   Now, it is time to turn our 
interest into action and have fun while 
doing it!  Please contact us at 
info@fosft.org. 
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And So it Goes. . . The House at 707 Newell, that i s. 
By Kay Caughron, Newellian 

Yes – it has been decided in our court system 
that this eye sore for the last 2½ years will be 
demolished 60 days from the original hearing 
held on June 10 th  – if not by the Owner, then 
by the City.  So, sometime in mid-August, 
make way for the bull dozers . 

Several people in our neighborhood have 
called city hall during the last couple of years, 
seemingly to no avail.  Even though citations 
and notices were being issued, it seemed 
nothing was being done – and it wasn’t. 

However, after a recent report by Brad Watson on WF AA Channel 8 news, things began to 
roll.  At our wits end, (as this house is our view from our living room!), we e-mailed WFAA 
hoping for some attention.  Lo and behold, Brad Wat son was preparing a story on a house 
in Oak Cliff that had been abandoned and neglected for 18 years and added 707 Newell 
Avenue to the report!  After the story aired, Brad recommended that we stay on City Hall 
to keep them going.  My husband e-mailed everyone f rom the Mayor to the garbage 
collectors!  He quickly received a response from an  assistant city attorney advising of the 
hearing date.  Meanwhile, several other neighbors a nd neighborhood association members 
were also contacting City Hall with questions and d emands.  Our voices were heard!  We 
just learned that Veletta Lill and her husband, Joh n, attended the hearing and spoke on 
behalf of our neighborhood.  We appreciate their ef forts and support, as well as that of any 
others that may have been able to attend. 

Now we are facing code enforcement being one of the  items slated 
for budget cuts!  We are hopeful that the city won’ t cut its’ nose off 
to spite its’ face…letting neglected, abandoned pro perties stand in 
any  neighborhood will ultimately lower the value – and  the property 
taxes.  From what we understand, it is unlikely tha t even if this 
proposal is accepted, the house at 707 Newell Avenu e will remain 
under judgment to be demolished. 

Good News – The dilapidated house is going down!  B ad News – the 
dilapidated house is going down.  From what I under stand, this is 
the first total tear-down on Newell Avenue – only the second 
throughout Hollywood/Santa Monica.  Let’s hope it’s  the last! 

A lot of us live here because we love that these ho mes have history.  People lived in these 
homes as they watched Dallas grow to be the thrivin g big city that it is now.  We fix them 
up, make repairs, and update them with modern ameni ties, bringing new life to them 
while trying to maintain the integrity of their beg inning.  We can’t go back and save what 
was once a beautiful home at 707 Newell Avenue but we can be pro-active in what 
replaces it. Our voices were heard before and they will be again. 

 



Editor’s Note on Tear Downs: 
Even though 707 Newell will be the first Tudor 
teardown in HSMNA — the second in all (despite 
many attempts by a number of people to buy the 
property before it became derelict to avoid this 
result)  — the Conservation Ordinance has rules 
that permit only a Tudor style home to be built in 
its place under virtually the same deed 
restrictions  when the neighborhood was 
established in the 1920’s. Design approval will be 
in the hands of Jim Anderson at the Planning 
Department. You can be assured HSMNA will 
keep an eye on the process. 
 

�����������	�
������
����
��
Let’s not forget that 707 Newell is a prime 
example of paying a contractor for work before 
it’s completed and then getting left holding the 
bag (in this case, having no roof) without any 
recourse. The number one rule when using repair 
people – NEVER pay before work is completed 
– not even a deposit – and require them to 
show proof of insurance – otherwise you might 
end up a version of 707 Newell.  
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Last year a dilapidated house on Cordova was 
removed and a new Tudor is being built in its 
place. The land sale created a new and 
increased Fair Market Value and as a result, 
significantly affected many of our proposed land 
values on this year’s proposed property tax 
appraisals. DCAD representatives attribute these 
increases to that specific sale of land on 
Cordova. Think you somehow avoided that one? 
Get ready I’m afraid. Once the land sells at 707 
Newell those of us considered in the “Santa 
Monica” side of the family will be subject to that 
new FMV. Let’s work for no more tear downs! 

 

HOLLYWOOD/SANTA MONICA IS A  
CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

ANY construction or remodeling of the outside of your 
home requires a Conservation District Work Review Form 
from the City of Dallas. The Work Review Form is 
necessary BEFORE you begin exterior remodeling, 
repairing, or improvements to your home. This form is in 
addition to any other permits (such as building permits) 
required by the city. In a Conservation District, the 
guidelines are city law, and violations result in the city 
enforcing the Conservation District Ordinance with work 
stoppage or fines.  You can download a copy on our 
website at www.hsmna.org. 

GET YOUR CONSERVATION DISTRICT WORK 
REVIEW FORM BEFORE YOU BEGIN EXTERIOR 
REMODELING, REPAIRING, OR IMPROVEMNETS TO 
YOUR HOME. The process to obtain a Conservation 
District Work Review Form is surprisingly painless and 
can be done by mail. Before you begin work on the 
outside of your house, send a detailed description of what 
you plan to do with photos of the existing area and 
sketches of your proposal to: 

 Jim Anderson, City of Dallas - Development 
Services 

 Long Range Planning - Historic Preservation 
 1500 Marilla St., 5CN 
 Dallas, Texas 75201 

 214.671.9260 or 214.670.0728 

 

  TOP TEN RESTRICTED LIST: 
1. Improper Porch Enclosures  
2. Painting of Exterior Brick Veneer & Paint Colors  
3. Installation of Skylights  
4. Asphalt, Gravel or Circular Driveways  
5. Front/Side Yard Fence Height & Req’d Setback  
6. Carports not in Backyard  
7. Removal of Original Stained Glass  
8. Metal Roof Materials  
9. Window and Door Replacement  

10. Retaining Walls 

HSMNA has compiled a list of contractors 
from neighbors who have had GOOD and BAD 
experiences in all areas of home repair and 
renovation.  
Call Kathy Zahra at 214-328-1912  to help you 
find the best tradesman for your project. 
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And Bingo was his Name YO !! 
By Liz Simmons, Newellian 

Hollywoodian Happy Hour BINGO is back by popular 
demand ! 

Come on down to the Lakewood Landing on La Vista @ 
Skillman (across from The Tipp) Wednesday, July 23 rd 
@ 6:30.  Bring cash ‘cause that’s how we roll in 
Hollywood.  BINGO cards are $2 each.  The prizes could 
be almost anything; someone even won a bunny suit 
once!  But if cash is your thing, beware...these Bingo 
braggers pictured to my right left with lots of loot.  

More BINGOs will be announced via email to HSMNA members-only.  Not a member? Dude !!
Then you better get with it. Fill in your membership form on page 16 and get it in the mail. 

Wanna hear a cool band?  
How about we all meet up Saturday, 
August 23 rd 7:30 at Enchiladas 7050 
Greenville to check out neighborhood 
band ‘Spectors Gun Collection’.  
Yummy food  and  de l ic ious 
margaritas !! 

And for a good ol’ fashion 
happy hour let’s head out to the 
Meridian Room, 3611 Parry across 
from Fair Park (Go south on Lindsley 
and it’s on your right just past 
Exposition.) Thursday, September 
18th @ 6:00 .  They have lots of bottled 
beers and beers on tap, a full bar and 
yummy food. 

 

 

 

 

 

HALLOWEEN ?! CHILI COOKOFF ?! 
Uh, it’s July.  Yeah, but just you wait, it’ll be here before you know it !! 

Got a chili recipe? Think it’s award winning? BRING IT !! Hollywood’s 
lookin’ for a big batch of Chili Chefs.  The prizes will be HUGENESS ! 

And there’ll be beer and live music.  Chili and beer they go together 
like …..creeps and goblins.  For the kiddos a costume contest and 
cake walk, the ol’ fashion severed head toss (for grown-ups too !), and 
lots of candy, prizes and other spooky activities as well ! 

Look for details in your October newsletter. 
Saturday, November 1st  



7 

Wow, has it really been nearly three months since this year’s Home Tour 
came to a close? It seems like yesterday since I am still hearing feedback 
from those still talking about the weekend’s events. I thought I was the only 
one that talked about our tours months and even years later…all the way back 
to 1998.  I may not remember every house on tour, the weather on the 
particular weekend or who went with me to see the homes, but I still reminisce 
about past tours. It got me thinking nostalgically about my first Hollywood 
Home Tour experience. 

Like many of you now living in the neighborhood, I first 
came to know Hollywood/Santa Monica because of the 
Home Tour.   In 1997, I moved to Dallas from Santa 
Monica, CA living first in an apartment until my former 
partner and I could find ‘the right house’.  Mind you it was 
a great apartment but still an apartment none the less.  A 
friend had invited us to the 1998 tour.  I remember 
asking, “how again do you get to that side of town?”  It 
seemed so out of the way especially for someone who 
admittedly still has a very limited travel radius. Yes, I’m a 
‘south of NW Hwy kind of guy for no other reason than I 
drive an 11 year old car without navigation and I get lost 
everywhere I go…there, I said it. Anyway, we went to the 
home tour (you guessed it … I didn’t drive).  I thought the  
tour was great and who knew about a preview party. Going to the party really wasn’t an option.  
Back then it seemed the party was less of an EVENT and more of a smaller gathering of those on 
the Committee, the HMSNA Board and the Homeowners.  Boy how things have changed. I’ll get to 
that later.  Come to find out, even back then everyone was welcome. Had I only known at the time!  

I still remember my first tour in more detail than the rest. It really has a lot to do with my life in Dallas. 
I met what would become some of my closest friends and, I also saw what would become my 
first Dallas house, ‘the right house’, while walkin g the neighborhood during Tour weekend .  

If you do the math, it has been 10 years since we found 
‘the right house’ yet I’ve only lived in the house for 7.5 
years. It just so happened to be someone else’s ‘right 
house’ too!  Fast forward two years from 1998 to the Fall 
of 2000.  “THE RIGHT HOUSE was for sale” my friend 
David Glover called to tell me.  FYI, David Glover was 
Tour Co-Chair with me this year so, even though you are 
thinking, ‘get on with it already!’, the fact that he told me 
about my house is, for no other reason, an interesting little 
Tour related fact. Only one problem- We could only see 
the house on Friday and were leaving for Mexico on 
Saturday.  As my  friends  tell  me  and I am sure  you  are  
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A Home Tour Story . . . 
By Bill Franz, Monte Vistian 
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thinking, ‘trim the branches’…Texans have the coolest sayings…so, we saw the house on Friday 
afternoon, made an offer during the same showing and got the house on Friday night.  Now Mexico 
was a shopping trip for new stuff to fill my HSMNA designated Spanish Eclectic style house.  Adios 
apartment…margaritas for everyone!  By the way, the irony was not lost on my family and friends 
from California and Maryland that I moved 1500 miles from Santa Monica, California to find ‘the right 
house’ among predominately Tudor style homes in a neighborhood called Hollywood/Santa Monica.    
I am sure by now you have forgotten that I was writing about the 2008 Home Tour.  Don’t worry, I’m 
getting there. 

My ‘how I came to live in H/SM story’ was about finding my house via the Home Tour (I told you I’d 
get there). It’s a great house filled with lots of memories, but much like the ‘great apartment’, to me 
it’s less and less about ‘the right house’ and more and more about the community…its diversity, its 
friendly atmosphere, its volunteerism,  its sense of fun!    When people drive or walk by smiling and 
waving, those who are new or don’t live in the neighborhood always ask, “who was that?” I reply, “I 
don’t know…a neighbor”.  It really doesn’t matter that we may not know each other well or at all, we 
live in Hollywood Heights and that’s reason enough to say hello.  So when visitors come by for 
dinner or family come in for those far too long visits, they may like my house or my neighbors’ 
houses. I still love my 80 year old house but I tell them, “I’m lucky.  I found The Right Neighborhood”. 

Our Home Tour is about welcoming neighbors, friends and anyone who just might be inclined to visit 
for a day or two, to see fantastic architecture and get a sense of our community.  The seventeenth 
Home Tour was no exception.  Who knows, someone new might be moving in with their own story.   

The 2008 Home Tour Recap…  

The weekend began with our candlelight tour of 
homes followed by a fantastic party at the Dallas 
Arboretum. Heather Comtois, Party Chairperson, 
and the entire party committee did an amazing job 
hosting a beautiful event with both live and silent 
auctions, music by Candy Williams and the quick 
talking and always entertaining David Williams as 
our auctioneer. Even though Mother Nature teased 
us with her own sense of humor by threatening 
rain, it was a beautiful spring night. 

Over 370 attended the pre party, doubling the size 
of last year's party. Hollywood resident and artist 
Liz Simmons sold a whopping 104 tickets to the 
bash. Whether it was having a glass of wine or 
two from Times Ten Cellars with friends, the 
gourmet burgers & mac and cheese, the steals on 
varied silent auction items from airline tickets to 
sports memorabilia to local services,  or  the 
excitement of bidding on collection quality art... 
there was something for everyone. The total 
amount raised is still being tallied, but one thing is 
for sure...While building on past years' successes, 
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the 2008 auctions have raised more money than any o ther tour to date. 
People from all over the Metroplex came to Hollywood to view our beautiful homes and witness 
firsthand our neighborhood's charm. On behalf of the HSMNA Board, the 2008 Home Tour 
Committee and your neighbors, a heartfelt thank you goes out to all the 2008 home owners for 
allowing us and nearly 1,000 people to experience all the beauty that makes Hollywood/Santa 
Monica such a special place. 

Total proceeds are still being finalized but we can share that Tour 
and Pre-Party combined net proceed set a new record, with total 
net proceeds in excess of $30,000 . Further information will be 
shared in the next HSMNA Newsletter.  

It takes an enormous number of 
volunteers between committee 
m e m b e r s  a n d  h o u s e 
volunteers, about 175 in all, 
who  donate  time  and  lots  of  
energy to pull off the Tour. Their contributions were incredible.   

Thanks to all of our sponsors, advertisers, merchants, artists and 
individuals for their generous support, without which our Tour and 
Pre-Party would not have been possible.  A special note of 
thanks to our Home Sponsors & Special Sponsor who 
contributed over 50% of our total Tour sponsorship and 

advertising dollars as well as others listed who provided invaluable services to operating the Tour . 
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Estate Sponsors  

Advocate Urban Living Magazines 
Corporate Express 
Dallas/Ft. Worth House and Home Magazine 
Hilton Anatole 
Zahra Design Group, Inc. 

Ticket Sales Contributors  

Blow Salon 
Curiosities 

Home Sponsors  

Tallulah Belle 
David Bush Realtors 
UK Builders 
Andres Properties 
InCap Fund 
 

Special Sponsor  

Bella Vista Company 

Please visit our web site, www.HSMNA.org for a list of all advertisers and donors to our Pre-Party 
live and silent auctions.  Please support those who support us! 
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Congratulations  May Winner:  622 Cordova  
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Bulk Trash  
 

Week of: 

  7/21 

  8/18 

  9/15 

10/20 

Recycling 
7/17 

7/31  

8/14 

8/28  

9/11 

9/25 

 

 

www.karenmeyers.com 

972-380-3803 

karen@karenmeyers.com 

Selling in our 
neighborhood since 
1985 

Congratulations  July Winner:  523 Clermont  
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for this time of year, but they're not tree sweat - they're insect urine . Bugs are sucking the sap from your tree 
and releasing the extra moisture. 

“No need to panic”, says Wizzie Brown, entomologist with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service. “These 
insects, typically soft-bodied creatures such as scale insects, aphids, whiteflies or hoppers, do not typically 
congregate in large enough numbers to cause major damage to your tree. Natural and synthetic pesticides 
are available if you feel your tree is in danger, but be sure to make sure the product is appropriate for trees.” 
And wear a hat! 

Those little sprinkles of refreshment 
coming from your Crape Myrtle in the 
heat of summer might not be so 

refreshing. You can see and feel those beautiful trees 
around the neighborhood literally raining, or 
‘sweating’...but why?  

Well, it’s almost too weird to believe. According to 
horticulturist Skip Richter, Travis County extension 
director with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, 
"Get one of those little umbrellas to put in your iced 
tea." The droplets are a normal, natural occurrence 



   

Jennifer Lavender, DVM 

Kathryn Sarpong, DVM 

 

METRO PAWS ANIMAL HOSPITAL, LLC 
 

1910 Skillman St. 214-887-1400  
Dallas, TX 75206 www.dallasmetropaws.com  

 

Preventing Dog Heat Stroke 
by Kathryn Sarpong, DVM, Monte Vistian 

Heat stroke is a common life-threatening problem for dogs in Dallas in the summer months.  Your 
beloved 4 legged dog is not as able to cool themselves as we are. If you are warm outside, then 
your dog is HOT.  They cool primarily by panting and do not sweat to cool like people do.  All of the 
brachycephalic breeds (short nosed dogs like pugs and bulldogs) are not as able to cool well by 
panting and overheat easily.  Breeds with thick coats made for cooler climates also suffer heat 
stroke more often since heat is trapped in their thick coats (huskies and akitas). 

����  for keeping your pet cool in the summer: 

· Keep them inside during the afternoon heat 

· Offer shade  

· Place a children’s swimming pool outside with 
water for a quick dip 

· Limit activity during the hot times of the day 

· Don’t rely on your dog to indicate they are getting 
too hot while playing 

· Offer ice water to drink 

· Get a summer haircut for thick coated dogs 

Signs of heat stroke include bright red or bluish gums and or tongue, collapse, excessive panting, 
and disorientation.  Normal body temperature for dogs is less than 102.5°F.  If your dog is warmer 
than 104°F, they need immediate medical attention.   Wetting the dog with water will help cool them 
as you transport them to you veterinarian.  Follow the tips above to keep your pets safe this summer 
from record setting hot days! 
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spotted roaming suburban neighborhood streets. Within the last month, two coyotes have been 
spotted on the Santa Fe Trail just behind Lindsley Park and just this week one was spotted on 
Clermont at 6:05 am just keeping his pace despite walkers with barking dogs.  

Watch your pets. To be safe, you should never let your pets outside unattended. Cats that roam 
freely outside are especially at risk. Coyotes are most active between dusk and dawn, so be sure 
to have all your pets safe inside before the sun goes down . Report coyote sightings to 3-1-1. 
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TOP MISTAKES THAT MAKE HOMEOWNERS PRIME TARGETS      
FOR BURGLARS  
An excerpt from Bottom Line magazine 

Most of us consider our homes our haven, the place we go to feel safe.  But every year, over 2 million homes 
are violated by burglars.  That’s a burglary every 15 seconds!  Many times, the victims are careful people who 
think they’re doing all the right things.  But in reality, they’re making crucial mistakes that make them targets.  
To get the real scoop on how to protect your home, we asked the best of all sources – a reformed burglar.  
This former burglar stole over $70 million worth of jewelry during his career, and spent 11 years in prison for 
doing so.  Here’s what he has to say about the mistakes people make most often… 

Mistake #1:   Leaving the burglar alarm off when you’re running o ut for a few minutes .  Nearly all the 
houses we robbed had expensive alarm systems – and more than half the time, the alarms weren’t turned on!  
Sophisticated burglars watch neighborhoods and learn when residents go to work or run errands, and how 
long they are likely to be away. They’re ready to move the minute you leave.  So do yourself a favor and set 
the alarm, even if you’re running out for 15 minutes.  The best alarms offer multiple layers of protection – 
motion sensors, light sensors, etc.  You might also want to get a zone alarm system that has room-by-room 
controls.  We often broke into people’s bedrooms while they were home having dinner.  With a zone alarm, 
you can leave the bedroom alarm on while you’re spending time in another room. 

Mistake #2:   Posting detailed alarm signs .  When you post a sign that identifies the alarm company, you’ve 
just given the burglar the information he needs to disable the alarm.  All the burglar has to do is buy a 
diagram of how that particular system is wired. Better:  Buy a generic sign from a home-supply store that 
simply says “This is a house protected by an alarm system.”  As long as it doesn’t give specific information, it 
can be a good deterrent. 

Mistake #3:   Hiding valuables in the bedroom .  It’s the first place burglars look.  We used to spend 15 
minutes or less in each house that we robbed.  More than half the time was spent in the bedroom, checking 
the usual hiding places – the underwear drawer…under the mattress…high closet shelves, etc.  Keep money 
or jewelry you rarely wear in a safe-deposit box.  Hide other valuables in places where burglars don’t think to 
look – in the garage, for example, or above removable ceiling tiles.  Or hide valuables in the freezer or in fake 
soup cans made for this purpose.  Don’t hide all your valuables in one place.  A burglar is less likely to get 
everything if you put items in different places. 

Mistake #4:   Getting a big dog .  A 100-pound Rottweiler or German Shepherd might look scary, but burglars 
know better.  Most big breeds, unless they are trained as guard dogs, aren’t barkers.  What you want are 
“yappers”, small dogs that make a lot of noise.  Breeds such as Chihuahuas are better deterrents than large 
dogs. 

Mistake #5:   Hiding windows with landscaping .  Tall bushes and shrubs allow burglars to jimmy windows 
without being seen.  Keep all bushes trimmed to below window level. Also, don’t count on thorny plants to 
prevent entry.  Professional thieves routinely wear gloves and 2 layers of clothes – and carry cutting tools to 
remove any thorny obstacles that may get in their way. 

Mistake #6:   Leaving the lights on .  A light that stays on all the time is no more of a deterrent than a dark 
house.  In fact, it helps the burglar see better once they are inside.  Better:  Use timers that turn lights on and 
off in different parts of the house at different intervals.  Electronics and home-improvement stores sell motion 
detectors that turn on lights or appliances if someone enters the house.  They cost about $20 each. 

Mistake #7:   Having newspaper and mail delivery stopped when you  go away .  You may trust your mail 
and newspaper carriers, but the fact is that you don’t know who else is getting the information.  We used to 
get tips all the time about homeowners going on vacation.  So keep your plans quiet.  Have a neighbor or 
close friend pick up your paper or mail.  Ask them to drop by at different times of the day.  The more activity 
burglars see, the less likely they are to target your house. 

13 



	
��
������

�	
��
������

�	
��
������

�	
��
������

�� ���
14 

 

Which helps fund HSMNA’s Expanded Neighborhood Patrol, employing off-duty Dallas Police Department officers to 
patrol our neighborhood. The increased police presence resulting from this program has had a significant effect and 
decrease in crime. I understand the cost is $45 per quarter with a one year minimum commitment. PLEASE PRINT: 
 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________ 

Phone (hm/cell): ___________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

��������	����������������
����������
���

Sign up for Auto-ACH Payments on page 15 or Mail this Form with your Check Payable to: 
HSMNA Crime Fighters, POB 140763, Dallas, TX 75214 . Upon receipt, we will send you ENP 
member-only police officer contact instructions. Thank you! 

 

�  Auto-ACH (See Page 7) 

�  $45 Quarterly 

�  $90 Semi-Annually 

�  $180 Annually 

�  Add’l Contribution:  
$______ 

 

 

 
 

Crime  Date Time Address  Premises / Stolen / (Entry)  

BMV 3/02/08 21:00 Cordova – 8XX Unknown 

BMV 3/03/08 8:00 Valencia – 7XX Unknown 

Fraud 3/14/08 12:00 Clermont – 6XX Unknown 

Crime  Date Time Address  Premises / Stolen / (Entry)  

Burglary 3/27/08 22:00 Clermont – 4XX Garage / Sporting Goods; Tools / �
������ �	���!�
������ �	���!�
������ �	���!�
������ �	���!  

Theft 3/30/08 23:00 San Mateo Apts. Coins taken from Laundry Room Dryers 

Burglary** 4/07/08 11:15 Clermont – 6XX Home / Lap Top / Smashed Rear Door Window /  
Resident Home; Visual Look; No Prints 

Vandal 4/07/08 17:00 Santa Fe – 66XX 
“The vandalism is disturbing; due to request from DA,  

it doesn’t show up in our log sheets; 
but all three ENP officers are working the case” 

Burglary** 4/11/08 11:40 Clermont – 11XX Home / Flat Screen TV / Karate Kicked Front Door /  
30 Minute Window of Time 

Theft 4/12/08 06:00 San Mateo Apts. Coins taken from Laundry Room Dryers 

Crime  Date Time Address  Premises / Stolen / (Entry)  

Burglary/ 
BMV 

5/1/08 18:30 Cordova – 11XX 
Residents hosted a cookout; discovered items missing, 

including their car, a day letter; car recovered in West Dallas 

Burglary 5/8/08 14:00 Clermont – 10XX Unlocked residence 

Burglary 5/9/08 5:00 Blair – 5XX Unlocked, detached garage 

Vandal 5/9/08 9:00 Cordova – 7XX Unknown at this time 

Theft 5/13/08 12:00 Cordova – 5XX 
Stolen wiring; House being remodeled, unsecured, and lots 

of workers on premise 

Theft 5/14/08 19:00 San Mateo Apts Coins taken from laundry room dryers 

Theft 5/15/08 6:00 San Mateo Apts Motorcycle/Mini-bike  

Theft 5/15/08 14:30 Clermont – 7XX License Plate (may not have been stolen in HSM) 

Are You Keeping Your Alley Clean? Or, Are You an Ea sy Target? 
We are all responsible for the alley behind our hou se up to midpoint, where our neighbor takes 
over. Keeping the alley clean and clear benefits ev eryone. Tall weeds can earn you a citation and 
an invitation to meet a City judge. More importantl y, weeds and brush can also hide a burglar or 
rapist. Refuse and junk in the alley tells a crimin al that the alley is not used or that you have a 
casual attitude about it and that he can safely “ca se” our houses and garages. If you are careless 
about the alley, you may be careless about locking your doors and windows too. A clean alley can 
mean the difference in getting help when you need i t. Police cars and ENP travel the alleys looking 
for suspicious characters; if your alley is impassa ble, they can’t provide this service. Do your part.  
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Which helps fund HSMNA’s Expanded Neighborhood Patrol, employing off-duty Dallas Police Department officers to 
patrol our neighborhood. The ��"
�	��!� #�
�"�� #
����"�  resulting from this program has had a �����$�"	���
�$$�"�  and !�"
�	������"
��� . Members have the added bonus of access to �%�
	���
&��

	�"�  while away on 
vacation.  
 
Membership is cheap and easy with the Auto Recurrin g Payment Plan:  

·  �	&�������  – You don’t need stamps, paper checks, envelopes or gas and cheaper than PayPal 
·  �	&�� '���  – For you, fewer checks to write and mail; for the neighborhood volunteers administering this 

program, fewer trips to the POB and bank, fewer collection calls and emails 
·  �	&��	�'
��  – Electronic payments save valuable resources used to produce & transport of paper checks 
·  �
�%� 
�  Payment Options – Pay your dues in a "��&������� 	�!� ����
�  manner using your checking 

account, debit or credit card…even if you’re out of town. It’s easy to sign up, easy to cancel. 
·  ��(�� ��"�
�  – Fewer people see your account information than with paper checks or mailed payments! 

The information needed is the same on the face of your check you hand to strangers every day. 
 
Here’s how it works:  
You authorize regularly scheduled ENP payments to be made from your checking, savings or credit card account. 
Then, just sit back and relax. You will be charged on schedule each billing period.  And, proof of payment will be 
emailed to you, and will appear on your statement. The authority you give to charge your account will remain in effect 
until you notify us in writing to terminate the authorization. If the amount of your payment changes, we will notify you at 
least 10 days before payment date. To take advantage of this service, complete & return the authorization form below.   

 

Authorization Form  
For payment of my HSMNA Expanded Neighborhood Patrol (ENP) membership dues, 

I __________________________________________________________________________ (Member Name)  

authorize Hollywood / Santa Monica Neighborhood Association, Inc. to initiate electronic debit entries to my: 
 

��� � ��������	 � ��� ��� � �
����	
 � � � � � ��� � ������������ �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

in the amount of: 
 
��� � � $16 MONTHLY 
��� � � $45   QUARTERLY 
��� � � $90   SEMI-ANNUALLY 

��� � � $180   ANNUALLY  
��� � � $_____ PLUS ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION  

 
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________   DATE__________________ 

 
I acknowledge that the origination of ACH transactions to my account must comply with the provisions of U.S. law. I agree to notify merchant in writing of any 
changes in my account information or termination of this authorization 15 days prior to the next due date of the charges.  I understand that cancellations must 

be made in writing and I will not dispute merchant debiting my account, so long as the amount corresponds to the terms indicated in this contract. 

 

�

�������	
��������������������������������

�

���������������������������������������

������������������������������������������

��������������
����������������������������

� ������ ������ � � ������
����� �
� ���	
��
�������
�������� � �����
� 
� �

�
����!�"�
��
��	
�������������������������������������
�
�

�����
��	#
������������������������������������
�
���$����
���������������� ������������������� �
�

  or 
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  Name:
  Date:
  Address:

  Phone #
  Fax #
  E-Mail

  Special Instructions:

               Business Card 1 time $50 4 times $175
               1/4 Page 1 time $75 4 times $275
               1/2 Page 1 time $100 4 times $375
               Full Page 1 time $250 4 times $975

  Please contact Kelli Luneborg with any questions (214) 616-1703

 OR Please run my current ad

���������	
��
������������	
��
������������	
��
������������	
��
���

*Special HSMNA website mention when you purchase 4 times !

�������������������� ������������	������������������������	������������������������	������������������������	������������

��������	�
�����	���	

����

Ad copy must be in JPEG format and emailed to : kluneborg@sbcglobal.net
Please include your check (payable to HSMNA) with this order form.

All ads are cash in advance

Park and Recreation Department focused more on 
regional and citywide sites like Fair Park and White 
Rock Lake than neighborhood parks. The 
neighborhood association’s push to upgrade Lindsley 
Park, prompted a change in that philosophy. Soon 
thereafter the Dallas Parks Foundation was born, 
brought to life by HSM residents and Neighborhood 
Association Board members Craig Reynolds, Rob 
Parks and Veletta Lill.  

What was once a simple but rusting playground has 
now become the standard in design of city parks. 

Today, some of the bricks have loosened and need to 
be reset. Space is available to add newly engraved 
bricks during the process.   

Engraved bricks are available for $100. If you would 
like to show your support for our neighborhood 
park and leave your mark on history, email 
info@hsmna.org . 

Preserving our History (and Future), Brick by Brick  
We sport our own walk of fame here in Hollywood.  

The roots of the Dallas Parks Foundation run into Lindsley Park. 

About 14 years ago, the neighborhood association raised funds to supplement government 
money for renovating and enhancing Lindsley Park. Back then, city officials and the Dallas  

At $1.25 per Month, it’s the Best Bargain in Town! 
Have you joined or renewed your membership in the Hollywood/Santa Monica Neighborhood 
Association? If not, now’s a great time to do so. Your Association works with various City entities 
each month to ensure the quality of city services for our neighborhood. HSMNA has completed a 
number of projects including Traffic Calming, Conservation District Signs, Hollywood Crime Fighters, 
Expanded Neighborhood Patrol (ENP), Tree Plantings, Home Tour, Quarterly Meetings, Newsletter, 
Lindsley Park Renovation, Triangle Landscaping and Irrigation, Entrance Monument and Signage, 
and Social Events. Your dues help support the above and more so take a moment to complete the 
membership form and mail your check today. 
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Holiday Weekends 
Often = Lindsley 
Park Celebrations 
which Often = 
Increased CRIME 
Activity for Our 
Neighborhood!   
By Ashley Martin, Newellian 

Whether we are in town to see it or not our 
ENP officers are working the scene!  Point in 
case, last Memorial Day weekend. 

Set-up: 

· Lindsley Park triple booked by the City with all 3 
parties in attendance to use the property on 
Memorial Day. 

· Hoards of people and cars present all over the 
park (22 vehicles parked on Santa Fe trail alone). 

· Rampant drinking taking place with alcohol 
hidden in numerous coolers across the park.   

· Inebriated partygoers using alleys, bushes, & 
yards of neighbors as public restrooms. 

ENP Action: 

· ENP Officer comes on duty, patrols by the park, and immediately takes action.  

· Hands out written citations for parking violations on Lindsley, Tension Memorial, and Santa Monica. 

· Calls for DPD helicopter to light up the Santa Fe Trail, and officer back-up (including the Chief himself!) to 
help him transport 4 arrests made. 

· Several citations written for illegal urination on resident property. 

While we are working the specific issues around this event (how the City triple booked the Park, how to apply 
more control within the permits, possible solutions for restroom facilities, etc.), we must recognize the 
excellent intervention provided by our ENP officers.  If you ever doubt where your ENP dues are going, this 
is the protection you’re paying for.  As HSM resident Jay Fenlaw (who observed the Park debacle) states, 
“ENP Officer Keith Allen does an outstanding job watching over our neighborhood, including many hours on 
evenings, weekends and holidays. I was particularly pleased with the way he handled some difficult 
situations regarding intoxicated people at Lindsley Park over Memorial Day weekend." 

And how ‘bout July 4th? For those of you who uphold the annual tradition of watching fireworks atop the 
Monte Vista bridge, this year was probably quite different! We didn’t have to worry about racing cars one 
after another this year.  Cars were moving slowly and cautiously at the sight of ENP officer Keith Allen, who 
was there controlling traffic to keep our families safe! Thanks to all of you for showing him our gratitude. 

We are fortunate that our ENP officers are on duty for us.  We cannot always predict when these events will 
occur and at the present time, we only have ENP officers employed 28 hours a week.  This is directly based 
on the funding we receive from HSM residents.  Please know that your support is CRUCIAL and is HELPING 
to protect OUR neighborhood. 

And please remember, if you are able, make an annual ENP payment for $180.  This frees up volunteer time 
& paperwork as well as reduces the number of follow-up calls & emails that YOU must filter through!!! 



ENP Members help keep this neighborhood safe by taking a more active role in crime prevention and paying for 
off-duty police patrol hours. Thank you to all of you... especially those (designated in bold and italics) who’ve held 
steadfast in your commitment contributing ENP dues every quarter since inception and/or generously contributing 
additional monetary donations.  

The Hollywood Home Tour is our one and only neighborhood fundraiser – it pays for everything we do including 
the ENP patrol car and gadgets. Thank you Home Tour Committee and volunteers for everything you do.  

And, of course, thank you to our dedicated ENP Officers – Keith Allen, Keith Caruso and Keith Patton.           
(Could they make it any easier?) Marsha, Marsha, Marsha! 

We’ve Got Your Back — Another BIG BIG Thank You!  
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By Rudy Lopez, Valencian 

Welcome to the heat of summer!  As I write this, th e mercury is doing everything it can to 
eclipse the century mark.  But, the heat certainly isn’t keeping the kids from running 
around the hood enjoying their time off.  It’s a gr eat time to drive around the neighborhood
- and rediscover why you live here . 

The market news certainly isn’t as hot as the July heat, but there are some very positive 
things happening around Hollywood/Santa Monica.  Fi rst, the price per square foot 
increased 3.25%  year over year in the same quarter.  While sales p rices of preexisting 
homes have continued to decline across the nation, our prices have remained relatively 
unchanged year over year.  And, our days on market has remained steady year over 
year at 88.  Overall, the number of sales is down f rom this same quarter last year.  
Currently, there are 23 houses on the market, a pre tty solid inventory number for our 
neighborhood given recent trends.  Average list price per square foot is $187.49 . 

What do I take away from this?  East Dallas is a gr eat place to live right now.  Our market 
has remained strong given the current economic cond itions and  is doing very well 
weathering this storm. 

As you enjoy the summer months around the house, ke ep these things in mind: 

Watering Restrictions -  Keep your grass watered this summer, just keep i n 
mind the city ordinance that restricts watering aft er 10am and before 6pm.  
Grass should get about an inch of water (1.5” for S t. Augustine) per week. 

Replace Thermostats -  Looking for ways to save some money?  Replacing your 
thermostats with the type that has programmable tim er settings will allow you 
to minimize system use when you are away from home and when certain parts 
of the house are not in use. 

Get that Bike Out -  Summer is a great time to get on the bike.  And,  with the 
price of gas skyrocketing, the cost of getting your  Starbucks fix is going up as 
well.  Ride your bike, save a few pennies, and work  off that Grande Mocha Latte. 

Grill Out a few times a week -  This takes the heat of the st ove and oven out of 
the house and allows you to use and enjoy that back yard you work so hard on 
every weekend! 

*Information gathered from the North Texas Real Estate Information System.  Deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 
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