Tuesday, April 15th @ Times Ten Cellars
6324 Prospect Avenue, Dallas TX 75214

6:30 pm Social — 7:00 pm Meeting Start
Landscaping Hollywood

Hear what the :
has to say about landscaping, organic gardening and plant
selection.

Preservation Tree servicidll discuss tree pruning that can

*

and other tree service tips
Home Tour Update - One of the Best in the City

Spring is finally here, and you know what that means! Home Tour is right
around the corner! Make plans NOW to attend the Seventeenth
Annual Hollywood Home Tour and Preview Party!

Over the years our tour has grown into one of the best in the city, and
visitors always agree that it is one of their favorites! Tour proceeds fund
everything we do in the neighborhood - such as maintaining the gardens
at our entry monument and triangles, newsletters & distribution, ENP
overhead expenses, and the great social events we have every year.

This year’s tour will showcase five fabulous homes in our neighborhood,
each having its own unique style. Whether the home has been
completely renovated or restored to highlight its original charm, these
gracious homeowners have really outdone themselves!

Get a sneak peak of the tour homes on pages 4 and

= e —
The Candlelight Tour and Preview Party is Friday, April 25th
on the terraces of Rosine Hall overlooking the Dallas skyline and D This way for more info!

White Rock Lake. Like this neighborhood, it's for EVERYONE!!!
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Water, Water Everywhere!!!

By Heather Brooks, Cordovian

My neighbors and | have become baffled by the
water situation here in Hollywood. There are a
couple of things at work here for those of us that
live on or near the chosen streets where Dallas
Water Utilities (DWU) let our water from fire
hydrants and now, little pipes sticking out of the
ground. First off, our ('m a proud Cordovian)
water is so discolored that my neighbors and |
have stopped taking baths. Cleaning yourself in
a bath full of rust isn’t exactly relaxing. And the
other situation is all of the water that is spraying
out of the ground. My kids love it, getting to
splash and play in the street while the water
sprays them but for water conservationists, it's
hard to understand. On a few occasions, | called
the city to complain about the color; their
response was they would send someone out to
let the water out (of the fire hydrants) in an effort
to “clear out the lines”. As many in HSM have
become a) confused b) frustrated by the color
and c) concerned about the amount of water
seemingly “wasted” , | decided to ask Angela
Hunt, our City councilwoman, to help determine
what is happening.

The email | received from DWU is too lengthy to
publish but below is an excerpt from their
explanation.

“The primary source of the discolored water comes
from the severely corroded cast iron pipes which was
the predominant pipe material used in the distribution
system for Hollywood Heights around mid-1900. Part
of the overall strategy is to replace the cast iron
pipes with new plastic pipes which are non-corrosive
in nature. The contractor related activities are all as a

2019 Abrams Road
Dallas, Texas 75214

214.841.0099




Halil Yes! Election Results Are In - Here Are Your
2008 HSMNA Board of Directors

By Carrie Funderburk, Newellian

It was a highly contested, ugly race, chock-full of

attack ads and negative campaigning,

all

lobbying for one of the coveted seventeen
available seats on the neighborhood association

board. “Do you feel

lucky, punk?”

These

Eastwoods get to attend mandatory ‘bored’
meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of every month,
guarterly meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of April,
July, October and January, and attend and
volunteer their lives away at every social event in
our hood. “Go on — volunteer...make my day.”

Heather Comtois , '
Block Captains Chair

Peter Doncaster , :
Vice President !

Bill Franz , i
Home Tour Chair !

Carrie Funderburk , !

Crime Fighters Co-Chair; !
Communications Chair :

Greg Furman , Treasurer;
Strategic Planning Chair

Santos Martinez , President; :
Conservation Ordinance Chair 1

1
Liz Simmons , !
Social Chair, Parliamentarian :

Frederic Taggart , Secretary;
Membership Chair; Transportation

Sharon Wright ,
Landscape Chair

Ed Zahra,
Code Enforcement / Zoning Chair

0.25

______ P U

‘Home Tour

'Home Tour co-chair 3 years,
‘Landscape

: Home Tour, Pre-Tour Party chair,
iLandscape

1
 Conservation Ordinance Revisions,
1 Preservation Dallas liaison

1 Crime Fighters, Social,
'Communications, Newellian Bunny

éFormer President, Home Tour,
; Established Friends of Santa Fe Trail

:Crime Fighters, Communications,
i Lindsley Park and School Rezoning

:Secretary and Membership chair 5
1years, Dallas Homeowners League
'liaison

: Home Tour 16 years; 7 years chair,
iLead Pilot Momentum Agreement with
1 City to Landscape/Irrigate Monument
:and Triangle, Newellian Bunny Board

1A founding Board member, Created
'Newsletter, Website; Home Tour, Old
'East Dallas Renaissance Coalition

i President / HSMNA liaison

Water, Water Everywhere!!!
Continued from page 2

result of that effort....”

“...As the study and
replacement efforts continue,
DWU's Water Quality Group is
currently involved in a
sampling and flushing effort to
minimize the impact of the
water quality issues. This
sampling effort involves visiting
approximately 100+ sites at
least once a month. Eighteen
of these sample sites are
specifically located in the
Hollywood Heights area. Data
from the water samples are
sent to the lab and monitored
closely by staff to ensure that
water being used for your
consumption is in compliance
with state standards and still
continues to be safe to
drink. Flushing to eliminate
undesirable water in the
system is performed
selectively and only when
absolutely necessary... “

“...0n a more specific issue,
the water that is ‘shooting out’
of pipes is part of the quality
assurance procedures
whenever a newly installed line
is tested. Water used to
sterilize the newly installed line
is flushed out prior to
placement in service. These
were recently performed at the
Monte Vista/Newell alley and
at Clermont between Santa Fe
and San Mateo...”

If you would like to read the
email or call someone at the

water department, | have
contact information I'm
happy to share.

You may contact me at
heatherindallas@gmail.com
or 214-883-0997.




Friday, April 25, 2008
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Of course, the best way to experience the Hollywood Home Tour is to

come to the Candlelight Tour and Preview Party! Sneak a peek at the
five homes on tour from 6 — 7:30pm and then join us from 7:30 — 11pm
for a fantastic party on the terraces of Rosine Hall overlooking the Dallas
skyline and White Rock Lake. You'll enjoy great food, wine from Times
Ten Cellars , and live music while surrounded by the spring blooms of the
beautiful Dallas Arboretum!

Once again, the party will include a live art auction , with works from
local and student artists. And how about a movie and review over dinner
for four with Channel 8's Gary Cogill? The silent auction will have a
variety of items such as sports tickets, wine tastings, hotel and spa
packages, and lots of other goodies from local businesses. Have a
pampered pet? We have pet grooming, pet sitting — even pet portraits!

A portion of the proceeds from the party and auction will go to I """"""""" |
J.L. Long Middle School . Long serves 6™ — 8" graders with

dedicated teachers and high academic standards, making it a |

highly competitive campus even when compared with better '

funded private or suburban schools. The school is renowned for - ! -
its continued success in academic competitions, choir and | I |
athletics, and has one of the strongest math and science
programs in the city. This will be our eighth year with J.L. Long |
as a beneficiary, and we all know that supporting our
neighborhood schools and students benefits everyone !

The Squires Home, 511 Clermont
Charming 1920's facade belies
the chic urban interior

The Duncan Home, 428 Monte Vista

Picture perfect 1929 Tudor
with visions for the future



Saturday, April 26 and Sunday April 27, 2008

R !
S |

The Gibson Home, 706 Monte Vista

Only in Hollywood
could laundry be so glamorous!

The Russell Home, 6942 Mistletoe

1935 English country cottage
with quaint nooks and crannies

The Jackson Home, 723 Newell
Something old is new again...
becoming the best of both worlds!



“If Ya’ Love Diversity, Fun, Friendship and Have a Sense of Humor
The Very Third Ever Newellian Easter Parade  Was Designed for You!”

My 2008 Easter celebration was made
complete with The Very Third Ever Newellian
Easter Parade on Newell Avenue in East
Dallas. The Police and Fire departments
started off the parade. Nice of them to
participate and hope they appreciate this
wonderful neighborhood for it seemed the
neighborhood appreciates them. These public
servants were followed by floats, individuals,

mammals and reptiles. Yes, reptiles! There was a parade of snakes that would have taken your
breath away . No, wait that was the young kid that vomited up his Easter candy on the sidewalk in
front of our lawn chairs. Oh, well. That really is such a part of Easter. You fast for Lent then indulge
on Easter Day. | thought this brought that point home rather well. Back to the parade... The floats
were creative and brought peals of laughter . The Easter Potty Float was adorned with a bunny
reading a magazine while sitting on a toilet. The
Nightmare Before Easter float scared some small
children but made the rest of us scream with delight.

The Jesus Float carried Angels and a
rocket. | suppose the rocket would
transport you straight to Jesus. Now, this
interpretation is only mine. You must A booth for animal rescue demonstrated the love of
check with the designers for their intention. animals that is found in the neighborhood and the
band and DJ that played all afternoon demonstrated
that this neighborhood can dance and party. We all left
relaxed, happy and filled with the knowledge that
relationships is what this life is all about

Thank you for a wonderful time!
Butler's Mom, Cathie Butler Looney

Cathie Butler Looney is a Certified Reality Therapist and a nationally
acclaimed speaker featured in numerous magazines and newspapers.
She holds degrees in Elementary and Secondary Education and a
Master's degree in Counseling. Her son, Butler, is a neophyte Newellian.




EASTER PARADE CELEBRATES
OUR NEIGHBORHOODINESS

By Christi Guess and Kathleen Benanti, Monte Vistians

Once a year for the last three years, Hollywood
has displayed its creativity, camaraderie and
sense of fun in a very big way. The Very Third
Ever Newellian Easter Parade rolled through
Hollywood Heights on Easter Sunday without a
hitch and, despite the threat of bad weather,
Hollywoodians turned out in droves to soak up

the community vibe

goes out to the folks who
launched the Jesus Rocket Float ,
the Newellian goth bunny brigade
and the rubber chicken tossing
Peeps of Monte Vista.

Recently, a Dallas journalist asked a very interesting
guestion about our Parade: What does it mean? It
means something very elemental about the place we
call home. That is - we love to have fun and ALL are

welcomel!

That same
spirit of
joyful

acceptance

Outsiders looking in might question our piety in holding such a seemingly
irreverent event on Easter Sunday. We in Hollywood embrace our annual
Easter outburst as a sincere demonstration of freedom and community
spirit . Our little corner of Dallas brings brotherly love to a new level by
celebrating and enjoying our neighbors like no othe r place | know .

Parade Directorial
By Bobby Fackler, Newellian

We had absolutely outstanding parade direction this
year. It was just so hectic...pandemonium...it was
actually the best Easter Parade Newell has ever hosted
in March. On a scale of 1-10, it was an 8.75...much
better, bigger, broader, slower! ... The snakes really
slowed it down. We gotta get those snakes off the leash!
Best float? Probably the last one. Some might say the
parade wasn't actually ‘Eastery’... “It's on Easter isn’t it?!

It's just about having fun and going down hill!”
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WE LOSE MONEY. BUT WE MAKE IT UP ON VOLUME.

By Greg Furman, Clermontian

The financial workings of your neighborhood look bleak on the surface. We
charge $15 for a standard membership, but we deliver $56 in value. And if
you pay $45 for crime patrol membership, you get $61.88 in services.

Okay, we don’t really make it up on volume. Maybe | should say we make it
up on volunteers. It's the success of the Home Tour that makes up the
financial deficit in this neighborhood. And we leverage those good fortunes
with volunteers in all our program areas.

The Home Tour has a rich history of contributions to the neighborhood, but
let’s just focus on this year. We have budgeted to maintain landscaping in our
four public gardens, committed funds to social events like the Easter party
and Christmas party, provided seed funds to our coming hike & bike trail, and
contributed $8,600 to the crime patrol program.

Financially, the Home Tour allowed us to spend $21,900 on beneficial
programs. This spending is from membership fees of only $5,800. And the
neighborhood contributions to the crime watch program enabled an extra 285
hours of patrol in 2007.

These fundraising efforts are leveraged by the volunteers in all areas of the
neighborhood management. Certainly we couldn’t afford to pay employees
for our newsletter production, social gatherings, mail sorting, errand running,
etc., without sacrificing our programs. The ongoing accomplishments of this
neighborhood are attributable to the volunteer efforts of many.

With our thanks for your help in the past, we hope you’ll continue to do what
you can to help.

It Takes a Village! (Maybe not them...but)
Can YOU Spare 2 Hours?

We still need volunteers for 2 hour shifts in tour homes.

It's a

great way to meet neighbors and participate in this FUN
event!! Please email Kristin Nelson at kamusa@sbcaglobal.net

to volunteer.




Sedano Lawn Service

We have your landscape needs covered.

Santos Rafael Sedano Proud to be
(214) 890-0699 Ofc. Yard of the
(214) 994-3788 Cell Month!

. . -Cl FI Beds -Hedge Tri i
April Winner: 600 Newell Avenue “Vowing -Edging -Leat Clean-up.

-Plant New Grass

- Free Estimates-
-Weekly Trimming -Bi-Weekly Lawn Cutting

Let's make our great neighborhood
for Home Tour weekend -
April 26 & 27

We will have 1500 - 2000 attendees

coming through and many will be seeing our
neighborhood for the first time. Everyone can
help by making their yards and streets look
beautiful!

So, make sure to have your lawn mowed, flowers
in pots and in flower beds, curb areas clean and
cars parked off the street to make room for
attendees. Bulk trash pick upis the week of
April 21 *' so have everything out on April 20

th

We also ask for your help with putting off yard /

garage sales for another weekend.
Many thanks from the Home Tour Committee!
: Recycling ' 1 Bulk Trash : Selling in our
. : 1 neighborhood since
4124 I X
| : ; ook of ; 1985
= 5/08 1 eek of: .
| . .
. 5/22 |1 42t ) 4 1 !
| - " 519 I www.karenmeyers.com
. 6/05 1 .
; b g6 | 972-380-3803
6/19 ;! > .
I 7/03 S (A = I karen@karenmeyers.com
— e b e - !
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Crime Date
Vandal 11/14/07
BMV 11/26/07
BMV 12/9/07
Theft 12/10/07
**\Vandal 12/14/07
**Burglary 12/14/07
**Burglary 12/17/07
**Burglary 12/17/07
**Burglary 12/18/07
Theft 12/21/07
Theft 12/26/07
BMV 12/28/07

** Crime Alert Issued

Crime Date
Burglary 12/30/07
Burglary /
BMV 1/01/08
Theft/BMV 1/06/08
BMV 1/07/08
Burglary 1/14/08
BMV 1/21/08
BMV 1/21/08
BMV 1/26/08
Crime Date
Burglary 2/1/08
Burglary 2/1/08
Burglary 2/13/08
BMV 2/14/08
BMV 2/14/08
BMV 2/21/08
Vandal 2/24/08
Theft 2/27/08

Time
9:30
21:30
14:00
14:30
10:43
13:00
6:30
9:30
7:32
17:00
23:00
15:00

Time
19:00
3:30
1:40
17:30
8:30
16:30

22:00
23:00

Time

17:40

22:30

12:25

00:10
10:45

17:00
7:00
23:00

Address
Santa Fe — 69XX
Santa Fe — 70XX
E. Grand — 70XX
Hammond — 70XX
Clermont — 5XX

Santa Fe — 66XX

Cordova — 5XX
Clermont — 6XX
Valencia — 8XX
Santa Fe — 65XX
Newell — 6XX
San Mateo Apts.

Address

Cordova — 5XX

San Mateo — 69XX

Valencia — 6XX
Hammond — 70XX
Valencia — 10XX

Cordova — 5XX

San Mateo Apts.
Santa Fe — 69XX

Address

Santa Fe — 67XX

San Mateo Apts

Valencia — 5XX

Vivian — 68XX

Santa Monica —
71XX

Blair — 6XX

East Grand — 70XX

Cordova — 4XX

Premises / Stolen / (Entry)

Burglary not completed / not reported timely
Window smashed
Stole Catalytic Converter Underneath Car
Stole Cash / Not Stranger /

Burglary not completed

TVs / Kicked in Rear Door, Witness - Suspect Car is

Newer Gold Chevrolet Impala
Jewelry / No Force; Rear Door Opened / 6a-4p

Cash / Rear window / 9a-6p / Obtained Prints
Jewelry / Rear window / 7:30 / Obtained Prints
Construction Site Building Materials
Front Porch Furniture

Misc. / Apartment Parking Lot

Premises / Stolen / (Entry)

Residence Under Construction — Left Alone for 3
Days (Kicked in Rear Door)

Home and Car both Hit

Home and Car both Hit — Both Unlocked
Theft / Not Stranger; Repeat Offender /

Residence / Lap Top / Kicked in Back Door

Suspect Rang Door Bell for 5 Minutes Before
Smashing Car Window

Auto Parts

Unknown

Premises / Stolen / (Entry)

Front Door Unlocked / TV & Weapons Taken /
on Unrelated Offense
Break in Vacant Apt / /
Apt Manager does NOT want to Prosecute
Undercover Narcotics Officer Followed, Observed
Burglary and
(Same guys from other Burglaries AND our BMV
Rock Throwers and BB Gun Shooters)

Unlocked Car / Money Left in Car

Miscellaneous

Unlocked Car / iPod, Checkbook, Camera Left in Car

Chain Cut attaching Truck to Tree

Front Porch Wicker Furniture Stolen

Brinks Home Security is offering
HSMNA residents a special offer!
Brinks will:

give dree in-home security
analysis
waive the installation feg
and
provide free Standard
Residential Systemhich
includes a keypad, master
control panel, two perimete
sensors, interior motion
detector, interior siren,
telephone connection, back-up
power supply, yard sign and
window decalslfgrades
availablég.
The systemonitoring costs less
than $1 a dagnd can secure up|to
a 20%eduction on home
insurance rates
To get this deal, call Jeff Compton at
Brinks at (214) 549-548%ch time
one of our neighbors installs a
systemBrinks will make a $75
donation to HSMNA

-

v
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Which helps fund HSMNA's Expanded Neighborhood Patrol, employing off-duty Dallas Police Department officers to
patrol our neighborhood. The increased police presence resulting from this program has had a significant effect and
decrease in crime. | understand the cost is $45 per quarter with a one year minimum commitment. PLEASE PRINT:

Name(s):

Address:

Phone (hm/cell):
Email:

Sign up for Auto-ACH Payments on page 11 or Mail this Form with your Check Payable to:

HSMNA Crime Fighters, POB 140763, Dallas, TX 75214 . Upon receipt, we will send you ENP

member-only police officer contact instructions. Thank you!

Auto-ACH

$45 Quarterly

$90 Semi-Annually
$180 Annually

Add’l Contribution:
$




Why Not Sign Up for a 1 Year ENP
Membership of $180 or even, ACH
Automatic Bank Drafts?

For $0.50 a day, you will

Help to keep weekly patrol hours up in your
neighborhood 52 weeks of the year!

Help to keep YOUR neighborhood OUT of front page
news articles on increased crime in East Dallas
neighborhoods!

11

Sleep better knowing you’ve helped free overworked volunteers from the collections chain gang!

Be done for the year ... no bill collection phone calls or emails for one FULL year!
Be able to make an easy, quick $180 online payment or complete the simple auth form below!
Have access to extra surveillance of your home while you’re on vacation for one FULL year!
Help us to REACH our 2008 ENP MEMBERSHIP GOALS!!
Increase percentage of neighborhood participants in ENP from 30% to 35% in 2008
Sign 10 new members per quarter or 40 new members (like YOU) annually
Gain SIX incremental patrol hours a week if we reach our goal!
Help us to ensure the safety of THIS community!

ACH Authorization Form for ENP

For payment of my HSMNA Expanded Neighborhood Patrol (ENP) membership dues, |
(Member Name)
authorize Hollywood / Santa Monica Neighborhood Association, Inc. to initiate electronic debit entries to my:

[ ] Checking account in the amount of:
[ ] Savings account [ 1%16 MONTHLY (ACH only)
[ 1%45 QUARTERLY
[ 1%90 SEMI-ANNUALLY
[ 1%180 ANNUALLY
[ 1$_ PLUS ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION
FINANCIAL INSTITUTION NAME, CITY & STATE
ACCOUNT NUMBER AT FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ROUTING NUMBER
SIGNATURE DATE

| acknowledge the origination of ACH transactions to my account must comply with U.S. law provisions. | agree to notify merchant in writing of any
changes in my account information or termination of this authorization 15 days prior to the next charges due date. | understand cancellations must

be made in writing and | will not dispute merchant debiting my account, so long as the amount corresponds to the terms indicated in this contract.
For New ENP Membership or To Change Information: Mail to HSMNA, P.O. Box 140763, Dallas, TX 75214
NAME(S):

ADDRESS:

PHONE (hm/wk/cell):

EMAIL:
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Shadyside Lane DEVELOPMENT

By Megan Doren, Santa Fe-ian

INCAP Fund, the company that owns the
Shadyside Lane property (formerly called Town
Park), has acquired an additional half acre of
property at the southeast corner at Grand
Avenue. That property is zoned for commercial
use, SO a rezoning process is under way to add
that piece of land into our neighborhood’s
conservation district and make it residential. The
company said that beside the rezoning signs on
the property, there are also sale signs because it
wants to attract development partners.

When INCAP acquired the bulk of the property
last year, it met with our neighborhood to show
plans for developing approximately 100 single
family townhomes on the property next to
Lindsley Park where the Town Park apartments
were demolished in 2004. The addition of this
new piece of property makes the site almost nine
acres, about half of which is in the city’s flood
plain.

In the last rezoning for the property in July 2007,
most of the property on the south side of the
street was designated as a “no-build” area, and
will remain green space The developers will
build on the north side and on just a small portion
of the south side nearest the school.

With the recent change in the economy,
INCAP is researching the possibility of
building some single family homes in
addition to the townhomes. If the company
does go that route, it will present the new plans
to our neighborhood like it did last year with the
townhome drawings. The company said
construction is scheduled to begin in the
Summer of 2008 and finished in early 2009

We'll keep you posted with updates.

HSMNA has compiled a list of contractors from
neighbors who have had GOOD and BAD
experiences in all areas of home repair and
renovation. Call Kathy Zahra at 214-328-1912 to
help you find the best tradesman for your project.

HOLLYWOOD/SANTA MONICA IS A
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

ANY construction or remodeling of the outside of your
home requires a Conservation District Work Review Form
from the City of Dallas. The Work Review Form is
necessary BEFORE you begin exterior remodeling,
repairing, or improvements to your home. This form is in
addition to any other permits (such as building permits)
required by the city. In a Conservation District, the
guidelines are city law, and violations result in the city
enforcing the Conservation District Ordinance with work
stoppage or fines. You can download a copy on our

website at www.hsmna.org.

GET YOUR CONSERVATION DISTRICT WORK
REVIEW FORM BEFORE YOU BEGIN EXTERIOR
REMODELING, REPAIRING, OR IMPROVEMNETS TO
YOUR HOME. The process to obtain a Conservation
District Work Review Form is surprisingly painless and
can be done by mail. Before you begin work on the
outside of your house, send a detailed description of what
you plan to do with photos of the existing area and
sketches of your proposal to:

Jim Anderson, City of Dallas - Development
Services
Long Range Planning - Historic Preservation
1500 Marilla St., 5CN
Dallas, Texas 75201
214.671.9260 or 214.670.0728

TOP TEN RESTRICTED LIST:

Improper Porch Enclosures

Painting of Exterior Brick Veneer & Paint Colors
Installation of Skylights

Asphalt, Gravel or Circular Driveways
Front/Side Yard Fence Height & Req’'d Setback
Carports not in Backyard

Removal of Original Stained Glass

Metal Roof Materials

Window and Door Replacement

Retaining Walls

PR
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Invasion of the Crustacean Eaters (So Hollywood)

By John Debner, Newellian

Check out the small flock of

atop the trees at Blair Boulevard and Patricia Street. They are about
the size of a chicken and black and white speckled. Just look for the
big bird poopie blotches on the road and you'll be within eye sight of
them. There are half a dozen nests made of twigs that they started
building about four weeks ago and the eggs, if there are any, should
hatch in about three weeks. | heard they roosted in the same trees
last year.

Most likely they are feeding at White Rock and at some of the ponds
in Tenison on crustaceans. Their flight is a little slow and gentle and
their squawk short and somewhat low pitched — I've only heard it
once, otherwise they’ve always been silent. One of them displayed his
(or her) white colored occipital plumes the way a Peacock does and
quivered for awhile. We know what that was about!
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Your New Best Friend
By Buddy the Dog
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Jennifer Lavender, DVM
Kathryn Sarpong, DVM

METRO PAWS ANIMAL HOSPITAL, LLC

1910 Skillman St. 214-887-1400

Dallas, TX 75206 www.dallasmetropaws.com




Real Estate Recap
By Rudy Lopez, Valencian

Well, the numbers are in. And, it looks like the 2008 residential real estate numbers for the first
quarter show that we are off to a slow start nationally - but that's what everybody has been
expecting. So, how does that compare to the local market conditions? And, what does that mean
for the spring market?

The national housing slow down has had a trickle down effect and we have felt it some locally,
especially in the number of closed sales in Hollywood/Santa Monica in the first quarter. But, that's
about the only parallel we have to the national housing market. In fact, some very exciting things
happened in the first quarter in our neighborhood. First, the average list price/square ft. for sold
homes increased 10.8% to $180.31 compared to the first quarter of 2007. Maybe the most exciting
thing is seeing the number of new listings that have come on the market in the first quarter. There
are currently 26 properties on the market. That almost equals the available inventory levels that we
experienced in the neighborhood prior to the most recent housing slow down. And, 26% of the
current listings inventory is priced over $400,000. While almost half of the current inventory is priced
over $300,000. And, the spring real estate market isn’t even in full bloom. While | don’t expect a
record setting spring market, let's hope these trends continue and the national real estate market
rebounds in the second half of the year.

As the warmer weather approaches, here are some things to start thinking about around the house:

Spring Color - If you haven't already done so, its time to dig up the annuals , and get
your spring/early summer color in the pots and beds.

Get the HVAC serviced - Before you're A/C starts working overtime, get a preventative
maintenance check up and cleaning performed. It will run more efficiently and
economically.

Clean out the Garage - Make good on that New Year's resolution to declutter the
garage so you can park your car in it. Do it now so you don’t have to mess with getting in
and out of a hot car this summer.

Get the Pool Ready - Speaking of summer heat, it's time to get that pool in shape. If you
haven't gotten a preventative maintenance check up on the pool equip ment in a
while, do it now so your pool will not be closed for repair on the hottest day of the year!




